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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


THE GOSPEL COVENANT. 
No. III. 


Tue object of Christianity, as far as regards mankind, is to purify 
them from the corruption of their nature, and fit them for the presence 
and enjoyment of God. But, as they have a material as well as spi- 
ritual nature, it was deemed proper that material means should be 
used in order to produce the desired effect. Not only was an atone- 
ment provided for sin, and a spirit of grace dispensed ; but a law was 
outwardly revealed, a society organized, and visible ordinances ap- 
pointed. This society virtually existed from the fall of man; and, in 
the time of Abraham, it was exhibited in a regular and systematick 
form. The holy covenant, sanctioned and confirmed in Christ, was. 
then visibly set forth. Jesus stood at the head of the dispensation ; 
being the fountain of all external authority, as well as internal grace, 
in his spiritual kingdom. Ashe is the great High Priest of our pro- 
fession, the chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls, every high priest and 
every bishop on earth must derive his office from him. 

The tribe of Levi was set apart in Israel to officiate in holy things. 
It was divided into three grades or orders, all of which had their spe- 
cial offices assigned them. Aaron was high priest over the whole 
people. His sons were of the second order, and had a right to offer 
sacrifice ; and the rest of the tribe served as waiters or assistants in 
the inferiour performances. From these the priesthood was to de- 
scend to subsequent generations ; the first office in the elder branch of 
Aaron’s family, the second among his other descendants, and the third 
among the other members of the tribe of Levi. To these orders of 
men the priesthood was exclusively confined. The Lord said to 
Aaron, ‘** Thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priests’ office 
for every thing of the altar; and the stranger that cometh nigh shall 
be put to death.” When Korah, an inferiour Levite, and Dathan and 
Abiram, of another tribe, rose up against the priesthood, and pre- 
sumed to offer incense, they were swallowed up alive, together with 
their associates ; and theis censers were made “ broad plates for a 
covering of the altar, to be a memorial unto the children of Israel, that 
no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer in- 
cense before the Lord.” In after ages, Saul was so presumptuous as 
to offer sacrifice with his own hands, though he was not of the,priest- 
hood. And Samuel said unto him, “ Thou hast done foolishly,” 
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King Uzziah likewise offered incense, and in consequence of the crime 
was made a leper to the day of his death. 2 Chron. xxvi. 16. Thus 
let a wan’s station or qualifications be what they may, he must not 
minister in holy things, unless he belongs to the succession appointed 
by divine authority. 

The identity of the covenant body depended upon the regular de- 
scent of the priesthood. If the whole priestly tribe had at any time 
been destroyed, the church would have been compictcly dissolved. 
The people could not raise any other set of men to the sacred oflice ; 
for no such expedient was authorized by the law. Of course divine 
ordinances would cease, and the church would be no more. But if 
the priesthood were kept entire, the integrity of the church would 
continue. Though al] the other tribes should withdraw, and none 
should be left to attend upon the ordinances, except the few strangers 
who might be incorporated into the covenant; even then the church 
would remain, in all its essential attributes, and might spread abroad 
and become an extensive body. ‘Though idolatry should become ge- 
neral among the people, and should iniect the priesthood, and be in- 
troduced into the temple ; though even the temple should be demolish- 
ed, and the priests and people be carried away, &’nd for ages be 
subjected to heathen superstition; yet, whenever any portion of the 
priests, with such people as might join them, should return to the re- 
gular ordinances and duties of religion, they would constitute a regular 
portion of the church of God. So likewise under the present dispensation. 
If the descent of the ministerial order were interrupted ; if the succes- 
sion were entirely broken, the Christian church, with all its institutions 
and ordinances, would necessarily cease. There might be pious and 
holy people ; and they might associate together for religious pur- 
poses. But they could never revive the sacred order, any more 
than the Jews could have revived the tribe of Levi, if it had once been 
all destroyed. On the other hand, so long as the succession of the 
priesthood continues unbroken ; though it should sink into unchris- 
tian errours, and even be subjected to heathen superstition for a long 
season ; yet, whenever any portion of it reforms, that portion, to- 

ether with such people as shall be in fellowship with it, will be a 
yart of the true church. Indeed any other portion, regularly de- 
scended, will be a branch of the church, even though much corrupted. 
And, if ever it reforms, it will be restored to a standing, and must be 
admitted into fellowship, with the purest portions of the sacred body. 
The Jews, who had been carried to Babylon, did not all return at 
once ; many have not returned to this day. So also many who have 
been subjected to the mystical Babylon, are yet in bondage; but we 
trust they shall hereafter be delivered ; and then, their ministry and 
ordinances being stripped of all corrupt appendages, they shall be 
hailed as a regular branch of the primitive church. 

When the Saviour came into tbe world, the priesthood was changed. 
The gospel! covenant was no longer to be shackled with the ceremonial 
law, omwith any worldly incumbrances. The Levitical order was 
abolished ; and men of any tribe or nation were made admissible to 
the Christian priesthood. Our Lord called and comniissioned a num- 
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ber, while he was upon earth, and gave them authority to commission 
others. Thus the prophecy of Isaiah was accomplished ; ** [ will de- 
clare my glory to the Gentiles, and will take of them for priests and 
for Levites, saith the Lord.” The offices were not abolished, but 
were still to continue, though under different names, and were to be 
supplied in a different manner. The laying on of hands is now ap- 
pointed for conferring the ministerial commission. And this must be 
done by those who have been been previously commissioned in that 
way, or it is of no avail. Our Lord said to his+apostles, ** As my 
Father sent me, even so send I you.” ‘ As he sent me to preach 
and ordain ; sol send you todo the same.”” Though he was at the head 
of all authority, yet he “ glorified not himself to be made a high priest, 
but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, this day bave I begotten 
thee.’ In order that he might “ fulfil all righteousness,’” he was con- 
secrated by a visible ceremony before he entered upon his publick 
ministry; at his baptism the Spirit descended, and a voice said 
unto him, “* Thou art my beloved Son.” And no man can take this 
honour to himself, but he that is called and set apart according to 
Divine appointment. However Suitably he may be qualified for the 
office, he does not possess the oflice, till he has been outwardly com- 
missioned. Nor can he be commissioned by any one. who has not 
previously received a commission in the same outward and regular 
inanner. Suppose a number of good men should form t hemselves into 
a society, which they would call a church, and should take one of 
their number r, and ordain him their priest; would he possess any min- 
isterial authority more than the rest of the brethren? Can any, brut 
those who have a commission in the church, confer a commission on 
others? If any one, who had been ordained in this irregular way, 
should presume to ordain others, and this succession should go down 
through many generations, would it become any better than it was at 
its first origin? And if it should spread out into an extensive body of 
ministers and people, would its validity be in any measure increased ? 
No; it would still be a human invention ; not *‘a plant which Ged’s 
right hand hath planted.”’ [It is much to be lamented, that this truth 
has not been better understood and more regarded. It is to be la- 
mented, that people have ever feit themselves at liberty to institute a 
new church and a new ministry, instead of adhering to the church 
and ministry originally established. 

But. by this course of reasoning, do we not condemn the whole Pro- 
testant cause? No. A great portion of the Protestants, though they 
renounced the corruptions of popery, yet did not pretend to establish 
a new church. Their object was, to reform the old body, but not to 
organize a new one; to refine and purify the o!d priesthood, but not 
to institute a new order. The Christian church is the Lord’s house, 
(xvesov oixes,) and different apartments of this spacious building had 
extended into various nations. But in a course of time almost the 
whole house be¢athe defiled with erroneous doctrines and super- 
stitious observances. Still it is ** God’s building,” and must not 
be destroyed. It must rather be purified from its defilements; a 
reformation must be begun, and carried on, as far as _practica- 
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ble, by every suitable means. If only a small portion; one apart- 
ment, or the church in one nation, can be reformed, it is an ob- 
ject worthy of attention. Perhaps the good work may go on, and 
extend through the whole. Such was the object of many of the re- 
formers ; not to destroy the old church ; but to cleanse it from its cor- 
ruptions, and restore its ministry and ordinances to their pristine puri- 
ty But, unfortunately, some of the reformers took a different course ; 
and sad consequences have followed. When once the principle was 
admitted, that men might leave the church which God established, 
and constitute another with their own hands, no wonder that multi- 
tudes should be found, who have felt themselves competent to the 
work. No wonder that sect after sect has arisen, till we can see no 
end to the calamity, nor any prospect of a speedy return to the primi- 
tive standard. . 

We ought, however, to use our endeavours for a union upon the 
primitive plan. We should inquire into the origin of the different re- 
ligious societies within our acquaintance ; see where the old church 
now exists in its purest form, and attach ourselves to it with all our 
hearts. We sbould conform to this holy covenant; become incorpo- 
rated into the mystical body, and seek to obtain and exercise all those 
holy dispositions, which may fit us for the church triumphant in 
heaven. VERMONTENSIS. 


SERMON.—No. XX X.* 


Psaum xviii. 9.-—-We have thought of thy loving kindness, O God, in 
the midst of thy temple. 


Tue loving kindness of the Lord is a theme on which the pious 
Psalmist delighted to dwell. The remembrance of it never failed to 
warm his heart with gratitude, and fill his mouth with praise. It min- 
gled with the hallowed topicks of his private meditation, and gave ani- 
mation and fervour to bis publick devotions. And who, that duly con- 
siders the nature and extent of the Divine beneficence, can suffer him- 
self to forget it, or to think of it with indifference? ‘To what, my 
brethren, but to the loving kindness of the Almighty, are we indebted 
for every temporal and spiritual blessing ? To what other source are 
we to trace our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life ? 
To what else are we to attribute the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the means of grace, and the hope of glory? From 
this living, inexhaustible fountain, emanate all those streains which re- 
fresh and fertilize this lower world, and gladden the hosts of heaven. 
The Lord God is a sun and shield ; ‘a sun to enlighten and direct 
us in our way, and a shield to protect us against the enemies of our 
salvation.” The Lord will give grace and glory ; ** grace to carry us on 
from strength to strength, and glory to crown us when we appear be- 
fore him in Zion ; he will withhold nothing that is good and protitable 
for us in the course of our journey, and will himself be our reward 


* Delivered in Christ Church, Boston, Dec. 28, 1823. 





SF MEETS 
Wa ion ie alah a 


t 




















1824.]  Sermon.—No. XXX. On Psalm xlviii. 9. 45 


when we come to the end of it.”’ Surely, then, it becomes us, with the 
Psalmist, to think of the loving kindness of God in the midst of his 
temple, to record in our memories and in our hearts the wondrous 
works which he has wrought for us, to render thanks for the great ben- 
efits that we have received at his hands, and to set forth his most wor- 
thy praise. 

1 wish, on the present occasion, my brethren, more particularly 
to direct your thoughts to the loving kindness of God, as displayed to- 
wards this religious society, from its origin to the present time. This 
day completes a century since religious worship was first celebrated 
in this sacred temple. It will not, therefore, I trust, be thought an 
uninteresting or unprofitable employment of our time, if we take a 
slight survey of our past history, and unite in the devout and grate- 
ful acknowledgment, that bitherto the Lord has helped us. 

Subscriptions tor building this church were commenced the latter 
part of the year 1722. The preamble to the subscription paper was 
as follows. ‘* Whereas the Church of England, at the south part of 
Boston, is not large enough to contain all the people that would come 
toit ; and several well disposed persons having already bought a piece 
of ground at the north part of said town to build a churchon: We, 
the subscribers, being willing to forward so good a work, do according- 
ly affix to our names what each of us will cheerfully contribute.” 

On the 15th day of April, 1723, the corner stone of this edifice was 
laid by the Rev. Samuel Myles, minister of King’s chapel, accom- 
panied by the gentlemen of his congregation. The ceremony was 
concluded with these words, ‘* May the gates of hell never prevail 
against it.’ ‘The building was completed during the succeeding sum- 
mer and autumn, and first opened for publick worship on the 29th day 
of December, in the same year, by the Rev. Timothy Cutler, D. D., the 
first rector of thischurch. The appropriate passage of scripture, from 
which the preacher addressed a numerous audience, on this interest- 
ing occasion, was, * For mine house shall be called An house of prayer 
for all people.” Isaiah lvi. 7. This distinguished divine was educated at 
Harvard college, Cambridge, and received the honours of that uni- 
versily in 1701. In 1710, he received Congregational ordination at 
Strattord, Connecticut, where he continued in high estimation, as a 
minister and ascholar, till 1719, when he was appointed rector of the 
college in New Haven, now Yale college. “ This,” says a dissenting 
divine, ** was an auspicious event to that institution, for he was a man 
of profound learning, and presided with dignity, usefulness, and gen- 
eral approbation.’? He was, says the same writer, * the first scholar,” 
and, according to the testimony of another, the’ most ‘ celebrated 
preacher, in the colony.”’ 

In 1722, Mr. Cutler, with several of the tutors and neighbour- 
ing clergy, men eminent for their talents and influence, having, 
after careful inquiry and mature deliberation, been led “ to suspect, 
not only the regularity, but even the lawfulness and validity” of 
Congregational ordination, conformed to the Church of England. 
He accordingly resigned the rectorship of the college, and came 
to Boston, whence, in company with Mr. Jobnson and Mr. Brown, 
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two of the conformists, he embarked for England on the 5th 
of November. On their arrival in London, “they were received 
with all possible kindness by Dr. Robinson, the bishop of London, and 
by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel; and it was readily 
agreed that Mr. Cutler should be sent to the new church in Bosion.” 
Mr. Cutler was ordained first deacon, and then priest, in March, 1723. 
by Dr. Green, bishop of Norwich. On visiting the universities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, he received from each the honorary degree of 
doctor in divinity. Having been appvinted missionary to this church, 
he embarked for America in July, arrived in Boston in November, and, 
on the 29th of Decetober, commenced his Jabours in this part of his 
Master’s vineyard. The success of his ministry appeare d in the increas- 
ing number and the exemplary lives of those who aitenced on his pub 
lick ministrations. At the opening of the church, the usual audience is 
stated to have been about 400 persons ; but the y increased, continually, 
till they amounted to nearly double that numver. The congregation 
are spoken of as having, “in many respects, approved themselves a 
worthy people, very devout in publick worship, aud conscientious in 
their lives and actions.” 

Dr. Cutler continued in the faithful and successful discharge of 
his ministerial duties, happy in the confidence and affection of 
his people, and honoured by the respect and veneration of all 
who were able to appreciaie his worih, till it pleased the Master 
whom he served to suspend bis labours, by bodily indisposition, from 
which he never recovered. During the last nine years of his life he 
was unable to perform any publick duty. In the month of August, 
1765, he was called trom his labours and sufferings on earth, we trust, 
to the enjoyment of that rest which remaineth to the people of God. 
The Rev. Mr. Caner, minister of King’s chapel, who preached his fu- 
neral sermon, sums up his character in these words: ‘* In short, our 
departed friend wasa wise, a learned, and pious man, a good Christian, a 
faithful steward of the mysteries of God, a tried soldier and champion of 
Jesus Christ ; who, in prospect of the recompense of reward that was 
set before him, despised the frowns and Hatteries of the world, main- 
tained his great Master’s cause with undaunted courage and steadiast 
resolution, and is now, we trust, entered into the possession of the 
joy of his Lord.” 

During the illness of Dr? Cutler, his desk was supplied by the ser- 
vices of ‘the neighbouring clergy, particularly Messrs. Caner and 
Troutbeck, till the year 17592, when the Rev, James Greaton was 
employed as his assistant. In this capacity, Mr. Greaton continued 
till the doctor’s death. In December, following this event, a commit- 
tee, appointed by the proprietors of the church for that purpose, = 
dressed a letter to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel it 
Foreign Parts, informing them of the decease of Dr, Cutler, their mis- 
sionary, and requesting that the Rev. Mr.Greaton might be appointed 
to succeed him in their mission to this church. This request, after a 
delay of nearly two years, occasioned by misrepresentations com- 
municated to the society, by a few disaffected members, was compli- 
ed with. Mr. Greaton, however, not being so happy as to unite the 








be 
: 
i 
; 
t 
t 








> 
- 
4 


asl 6. 





. 
| 


aed 
avout 









1824.] Sermon.—No. XXX. On Psalm xlviii. 9. 47 
* 


congregation in his favour, and apprehending that his services would 
not be useful to the church, voluntarily resigned his charge, shortly 
after his appointment, This circumstance was communicated to the 
venerable society, in a letter, dated August 31, 1767. 

Ata meeting of the proprietors of the church, on Easter Monday, 
1768, the wardens and vestry were empowered and instructed to 
make application to Mr. Mather Byles, at that time settled as a Con- 
gregational clergyman in New London, Connecticut, to become their 
minister. In answer to his communication, Mr. Byles writes, April 
2%, Yesterday, with great difficulty and expense, I obtained an 
honourable dismission from the first ecclesiastical society in this place, 
I now look upon myself at full liberty to enter into a communion 
which I conscientiously pre‘er, and to accept of the invitation you 
have given me. I accordingly, this day, declare my acceptance ; 
and most sincerely pray the great Head of the church, that our union 
may be for his glory and our mutual advantage, in time and to eternity.” 

On the 29th of the same month, he arrived in Boston, in order to pro- 
ceed to London, to obtain Episcopal ordination. Having been fur- 
nished by the proprietors with the requisite testimonials to the bishop 
of London, and also with a letter to the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel, soliciting the continuance of their mission to this church 
in the person of Mr. Byles, on his admission to holy orders, he em- 
barked for England in May following. Having obtained Episcopal 
orders, and an appointment as missionary to this church, he returned 
the latter part of September, the same year. What success attended 
his ministerial labours, | have found no means of ascertaining. It ap- 
pears, by the records, that he continued his services till April, 1775, 
when he resigned his charge, for what reason does not appear, and 
accepted an invitation from the church in Portsmouth, N. H. From 
this time, the church was closed, till August, 1778, when it was again 
supplied by the services of the Rev. Stephen Lewis. Mr. Lewis con- 
tinued to ofliciate till the year 1784, or 1785. At what particular 
time, or for what reason, he discontinued his services, the records do 
not inform us. 

At a meeting of the proprietors, on Easter Monday, 1786, it was vot- 
ed, that Mr. William Montague be employed, on trial, as lay reader, for 
six months. At the expiration of this term, the engagement was renew- 
ed. In June, 1787, Mr. Montague, at the request of the congregation, 
obtained holy orders, and continued his services, with some interrup- 
tions, till May, 1792, when he declined officiating any longer as their 
minister. 

On the 29th of the same month, the Rev. Wm. Walter, D. D., who for 
some time previous had officiated at the church in Cambridge, and occa- 
sionally in this church, was unanimously appointed its rector. This 
appointment was accepted by the doctor, and in this relation he closed 
his earthly labours. Dr. Walter was the son of the Rev. Nathaniel 
Walter, a Congregational clergyman in Roxbury. He was born in 1737; 
was educated at Harvard college, and received the honours of that 
university in 1756 He was ordained by the bishop of London ; was 
appointed assistant minister of Trinity church, in this town, under the 
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Rev. Mr. Hooper, at whose decease he succeeded to the rectorship, 
which he held until 1776, when, on account of the troubles of the 
revolution, he was induced for a season to leave the country. In 1784, 
the honorary degree of doctor in divinity was conferred on him by 
King’s college, Aberdeen. He returned to the United States in 1791. 

On the 5th of Dec. 1800, in the 64th year of his age, he was called 
to give an account of his stewardship. The Rev. Dr. Parker, rector of 
Trinity church, preached his funeral sermon. His remains were de- 
posited in the family tomb under this church, in which, during the last 
eight years of his ministry, he faithfully dispensed the word of life. 
On the day subsequent to his death, the following respectful notice of 
the event appeared in one of the publick newspapers. “ Yesterday de- 
parted this life, in the 64th year of his age, after a short illness, sustained 
with the most exemplary resignation. and fortitude, the Rev. William 
Walter, D. D., rector of Christ clurch in this town. In the death of 
this truly valuable minister, religion mourns the loss of one of her most 
obedient children and brightest ornaments ; the church, over which he 
presided, a zealous pastor, and her great glory ; humanity, a firm friend ; 
literature and science, a scholar and support; his disconsolate chil- 
dren, a fond, instructive, and dignified parent; his other relations and ac- 
quaintance, a most faithful counsellor ; and the poor, an upright stew- 
ard and benevolent almoner. So exemplary has been his whole life, 
and so religiously composed his dying hours, that we may well ex- 
claim, Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his.”’ 

In May, 1801, the Rev. Samuel Haskell succeeded to the rectorship 
of the church, in which situation he remained till September, i803, 
when he resigned his charge, and accepted an invitation from the 
church in Gardiner, in the state of Maine. 

At the request of the wardens, your present rector officiated, for the 
first time in this church, as lay reader, on the 23d of October, following. 
In this capacity he continued his services till the summer of 1805, 
when, at the solicitation of the congregation, he applied for holy orders, 
and was ordained deacon, on Wednesday, July 31, and priest, on 
Friday, August 2, in Trinity church, in the city of New York, by 
the Rt. Rev. Benjamin Moore, D. D., bishop ef the diocese of New York. 

During the last twenty years, my brethren, you have had the satis- 
faction of seeing your church gradually rising froma state of feebleness 
and depression, and going on from strength to strength. Through the 
Divine blessing on your united counsels, your zealous and persevering 
exertions, you now behold it in a more prosperous and flourishing 
state thanit has enjoyed since the death of its first rector. And 
may we not indulge the hope, that the same period has been mark- 
ed by a corresponding growth of its members in the virtues and graces 
of the divine life ; that, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone, they have 
been growing unto a holy temple in the Lord ? 

Since the year 18U5, the ordinance of baptism has been administered 
to 654 persons ; 238 have been confirmed ; 270 have been admitted to 
the holy communion; 240 couple have been united in the bands of 
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marriage ; and over the remains of nearly 200 the funeral solemnities 
have been performed. The number of families, which compose the 
present congregation, is eighty. The number of individuals, including 
adults and children, about 500, of whom about 200 are communicants. 
In June, 1815, a Sunday school was established, to which more than 
1000 children have been admitted, among whom: upwards of 3000 
books, of different sizes and descriptions, have been distributed. The 
school at present consists of 130 scholars, a superintendent, ‘8 teach- 
ers, and a visiting committee of 6. The average attendance of the 
children is from 75 to 100 

From this concise statement of the origin, progress, and present 
prosperity of our church, does it not become us, my brethren, to re- 
member, and gratefully to acknowledge, the loving kindness of God 
in the midst of his temple? It is he who inclined the bearts of our 
forefathers to erect this house to his name, and crowned their la- 
bours with success. Except the Lord build the bouse, they labour in 
vain that build it. It is to his guardianship and protection that we 
owe its preservation. Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain. I[f the ministrations of this house have contributed 
to the conversion and salvation of any who have worshipped within 
its courts, it is owing to his blessing on the means of grace ; for, though 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, it is God who giveth the in- 
crease. Notunto us, therefore, but to his naine be the praise. 

By the view we have taken of the past, we are forcibly reminded 
of the flight of time, and of the desolations which mark its progress. 
Where are now the persons who built this house, and the congrega- 
tion which first assembled within its walls? Not an individual is 
to be found among the living. All have been long since gathered to 
their fathers. The seats they once occupied are filed by others. 
The light of the returning sabbath cheers not their dark abode. Their 
ears are insensible alike to the sweet accents of mercy, and the fear- 
ful denunciations of a judgment to come. Their hearts no longer 
swell with the raptures of devotion. Hosannas to the Son of David no 
longer dwell on their tongues, Whether they were wise or unwise in 
their day and generation; whether they dissembled with their Ma- 
ker, or worshipped him in spirit and truth; whether they persisted 
to the last in rejecting the counsel of God against themselves, or be- 
lieved to the saving of their souls ;—the term of their probation is end- 
ed, their warfare is accomplished, their destiny is unalterably fixed, 
How solemn, how affecting the thought! Soon, my brethren, will it be 
said of us, as itis now said of those who have gone before us. The places 
which know us will shortly know us no more for ever. Whether we 
are abusing or profiting by our religious privileges, whether we are 
working out our salvation with fear and trembling, or consuming our 
days in vanity and sin, we are hastening, with rapid step, to that 
**country from whose bourne no traveller returns.’ Before another 
century shall haverelled away, the congregation here assembled will] 
be numbered with the congregation of the dead. Before half that 
period shall have elapsed, many, probably most, of us shall have tinish- 
7 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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ed our course. What manner of persons then ought we tobe? If our 
interests through eternity depend on the use we make of our present 
privileges ; if there be no repentance in the grave, if after death 
cometh the judgment, at which every one shal] receive according to 
the deeds done in the body, whether they be good or evil; how high- 
ly should we estimate the means of grace and salvation, which we 
now enjoy ? With what zeal and perseverance should we labour, in 
the use of these means, to become reconciled to God, and to make 
our calling and election sure. How assiduously should we watch 
and pray against whatever may divert us from our Christian course, 
or endanger the prize to which we aspire. Let us work the work of 
him that sent us, while it is day, remembering that the night cometh 
when no man can work. Let us be steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labour will not 
be in vain ia the Lord. ‘ , 
The church, whose history we have been tracing, presents no ordina- 
ry claims to our reverence and regard. It has become venerable for 
its antiquity. It has survived three generations of our race, and will 
probably survive as many more. It is the place where our fathers 
worshipped, and under which their lifeless remains repose in peace 
and safety. Many, we trust, who frequented its courts in the days of 
their pilgrimage, were here made meet for the worship of a temple, 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. At this sacred font, many 
of us have been solemnly dedicated to the service of our Creator, 
and made members of his visible church. Here, we have ratified 
and confirmed our baptismal engagements. At this altar, we have often 
knelt and received the pledges of the Redeemer's love, in the consecrat- 
ed symbols of his body and blood. Here, when life’s silver cord 
shall be broken, we hope to sleep with our kindred and friends, till 
the morning of the resurrection, when, at the sound of the last 
trump, we siall rise to meet the Lord in the air, and to serve him day 
and night in his temple. Associated with so many impressive and 
interesting recollections and anticipations, can we fail to regard this 
sacred temple with the liveliest emotions of veneration and love ? 


~ Shall we not cherish towards it kindred sentiments with those of the 


Psalmist. when be exclaimed, If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy. 

Influenced by these sentiments, we shall be solicitous to preserve, as 
much as possible, this venerable monument of the zeal and piety of for- 
mer days, from the ravages of time, and to transmit it, unimpaired, to 
posterity. Viewing it as a sacred deposite committed to our trust, not 
merely for our own benefit, but for that of future generations, we 
shall be anxious that it may pass from our hands under circumstances 
which shall endear it to their affections, and recommend it to tbeir 
support, bearing the impress of our liberality, and perpetuating the 
lustre of our example. As a society, we shall study the things that 
make forpeace. ‘The only contention among us will be, * that of the 
vine and the olive, which shall bear the most and the best fruit ;*? who 
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shall do most to advance the glory of God and the salvation of his fel- 
low creatures. Sensible that without him we can do nothing, our de- 
vout supplications will daily rise to the great Head of the church, who 
has promised to be with her even unto the end of the world ; that 
peace may be a perpetual guest within her walls, and prosperity in all 
her palaces ; and, as an evidence of the sincerity of our prayers, the 
pious resolution of each individual will be, “* For my brethren and 
companions’ sake, I will now say, peace be within thee. Because of 
the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do thee good.”? That 
this house of prayer may prove, to each one of us, and to thousands 
and tens of thousands, who may successively worship within its walls, 
none other than the house of God, and the gate of heaven, may God 
of his infinite mercy grant for the Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


Ir isa fact which all must acknowledge, that a vast number of mo- 
dern professors of Ubristianity are living, and (if we may judge of feel- 
ing from conduct) are feeling as differently from the primitive Chris- 
tians, as soldiers, in time of peace, live and feel differently from those 
who are vigorously engaged in war. If any one doubt this, let him 
attentively read the Acts of the apostles and their epistles, and he 
will be convinced. It is not the fact itself, but the cause of that fact 
which affords matter for speculation. 

Has the Captain of our salvation then disbanded his soldiers? Has 
he countermanded his orders, of girding up our strength, of * putting 
on the whole armour of God,” of *‘ taking the shield of faith,’’ and 
** the sword of the Spirit?” Is the good fight of faith over, and the 
mead of glory won? No! the church is yet militant, and the com- 
mands to *¢ strive,”’* (in the original with all our might,) to watch, to 
contend for the faith, to leave the things that are behind, to press for- 
ward, are repeated from day today. ‘‘ The world, the flesh, and the 
devil,” are still as powerful as ever, and stand ready to contest every 
foot of ground the Christian would secure. Why, then, are Christians 
at ease ? 

Let us consider for a moment the conduct of those early believers, 
that the comparison may be seen in a more striking light. Dr. Paley, 
in his evidences of the Christian religion, chapter 1. informs us, 
‘* that after men became Christians, much of their time was spent in 
prayer and devotion, in religious meetings, in celebrating the eucha- 
rist, in conferences, in exhortations, in preaching, in an affectionate 


* Luke xiii. 24. “Strive to enter in at the strait gate, for many, ! say unto 
you, will seek to enter in and shall not be able.”” Dr. Campbell has expressed 
the meaning of the Greek much better in his translation, ** Force your entrance 
through the strait gate ; for many, I say unto you, will request to be admitted 
who shall pot prevail.’ 
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intercourse with one another and correspondence with other so- 
cieties.” 

Now can it be said of the great body of professing Christians, that 
much of their time is spent in devotion, in religious meetings, and re- 
ligious conversation. in exhortations, in an affectionate intercourse 
with each other? [ know it may be said, and said too with pro- 
priety, that the first Christians were a persecuted people, that 
churches were not then erected, nor services regularly and publick- 
ly performed, that these circumstances produced that communi- 
ty of feeling, which could not exist but by placing Christians 
in the same circumstances again. All this being granted, still 
there returns this plain and honest inquiry ; have we reason to be- 
lieve, that if God should again wake up the sword of persecution, all 
those who now profess to be Christians, would commune together to 
spend their time as those primitive Christians did; to wander about 
the earth, being afflicted and tormented, and not to accept of delive- 
rance at the price of renouncing their faith. We cannot, it is true, 
know the hearts of men, but can we satisfy ourselves, that Christian 
posterity would say of us ‘these all died in faith,’ and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

There does appear to the considerate mind, too great a difference 
between the temper, disposition, and lives of modern Christians, and 
those of the first centuries. A difference which cannot be rationally 
accounted for upon any principles, but upon such as would startle 
the mind of the modern professor. For what is Christianity at the 
presentday ? Is it an open renunciation of the ‘* pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world ?”’ Is it a pure, disinterested, humble, and de- 
votional life? Dues it involve such a change of principle, of hopes, 
and fears, and joys, and sorrows, as to justify the scriptural account 
of true belief, which is a ‘death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness.” Is it such that you can readily distinguish Chris- 
tians from people of the world, by their manners and habits? On 
the contrary, bas not a profession of religion now become a mere 
circumstance in a man’s life, and a circumstance too. which does not 
materially interfere with an entire devotion to business, pleasure, or 
luxurious ease ? Q. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


Tae following is an extract from a sermon, delivered in St. Paul’s 
church. Dedham, on last Christmas day, by the Rev. Isaac Boyle, 
rector of that church. 


‘¢ On this occasion we are naturally reminded of our brethren in va- 
rious parts of the world, who are at this time celebrating with us that 
great event, which is the common theme of holy joy and lively grati- 
tude to so many millions of our fellow men. In surveying the va- 
rious regions in which the incense of prayer and thanksgiving has this 
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day ascended to the new born Saviour, we cannot but dwell, with 
mournful sympathy, on that fair portion of the eastern world, whose 
Christian inhabitants are at this moment suffering the extremity of 
cruelty and oppression from the ferocious and sanguinary followers 
of the pretended prophet of Mecca. Their songs of praise for the 
‘day spring from on high’ which bath visited them, are mingled with 
groans, extorted by the insults and wrongs of their unfeeling and re- 
morseless oppressors ‘lheir venerable patriarch, alike respected for 
his talents and beloved for his virtues, has been put to aii ignominious 
death in front of bis own cathedral ; their altars have been polluted ; 
their fields and their cities have been laid waste; the symbol of their 
faith has been trampled under foot; their defenders have been slain 
with the sword ; their matrons and virgins ‘are gone into captivity.’ 

** In the pathetick strains of Jeremiah, it may truly be said of this 
afllicted country. * the adversary hath spread his hand on all her 
pleasant things; the heathen have entered into her sanctuary; her 
gates are desolate, her priests sigh, and she is in bitterness.’ Her 
sons and her daughters hang their harps on the willows, and wee 
when they remember Zion. What bosom does not swell with a just 
indignation at the recital of her injuries ? Whose eye is not moistened 
with a tear at the story of her sufferings ? Who can hear, without 
emotions at once of borrour and compassion, the lamentable fact, that 
more than forty thousand individuals of the weaker sex, whose hus- 
bands and tathers and brothers have been butchered by the merci. 
less ‘Turk, have been sold as slaves; to be made the drudges of ava- 
rice, or the victims of licentious passions! Many of these unfortu- 
nate females have doubtless been educated in the lap of opulence ; 
and unite refinement of manners with the graces of literature, and the 
virtues of domestick life. Unhappy descendants of illustrious ances- 
tors! whose pleasant land was once the chosen seat of learning and 
science ; whose ancient churches are renowned in the sacred page; 
whose soil bas been imprinted by the feet of an apostle, and conse- 
crated by the blood of martyrs; whose narrow confines are celebrated, 
wherever the arts are cultivated, or philosophy is venerated, or gee 
nius admired,—we would not invoke the spirit, which once awakened 
Europe to pour her undisciplined multitudes on Asia, to rescue the 
holy sepulchre in Judea, from the hands of the same infidel invader, 
who now prolanes your temples We would not stimulate you to re- 
venge and slaughter. This would ill become the disciples of Him, 
who inculcated forbearance and forgiveness. But we will not cease 
to pray for your deliverance. We will sympathize in your calami- 
ties, and indulge the pleasing hope, that the day is not far distant, 
when your country shall arise from the dust; that * beauty will be 
given you for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness.’ 

‘* My brethren, shall we not co-operate in the measures which are 
now adopting in various parts of our country for the encouragement 
and relief of this interesting and outraged people ? Shall we not wil- 
lingly afford our aid, if required, to mitigate the woes of this suffer- 
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ing portion of the Christian community; who, though differing from 
ourselves in some particulars of their religious creed, embrace all the 
essential articles of our common faith, and look for salvation to the 
same Saviour, who died for them on the cross? It is to be hoped, 
that if an opportunity should be offered, of expressing our sense of 
their character, their sacrifices, and their sufferings, we shall not be 
backward in exhibiting the procfs of that Christian and benevolent 
spirit, which the solemnities of this day are so well calculated to 
cherish and invigorate.” 


P| 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue following little tract has recently been published, and extensive- 
ly distributed in England, by the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge. It appears to me eminently calculated to raise our vene- 
ration and esteem for that precious, and too much neglected volume, in 
defence of which you are so successiully engaged. Should you, on pe- 
rusal, entertain a similar opinion respecting it, the imsertion of it in 
your pages will greatly oblige 
A CONSTANT READER. 


SCRIPTURE THE GUIDE OF LIFE. 


Curistian Reaper,—The words which we have here set down for 
thee are the words of Bishop Jewell—a man famous in his day ; fa- 
mous for his piety, his parts, and his xnowledge of the holy scrip- 
tures. These words of his will show thee that, whatever be thy 
duties, whatever thy condition of life, thou wilt find in the word of 
God instructions for thy conduct, and directions for thy paths. They 
will show thee the value of those holy scriptures, which are profitable 
to teach, to reprove, to correct, and to instruct in all righteousness ; 
to teach the truth, to reprove falsehood, to correct in all vice, to in- 
struct in all virtue. 

Art thou a king? Read the scriptures, thou shalt find who hath 
stablished thine estate ; and what duty thou owest to God. God there 
telleth thee: by me kings rule, and princes decree justice. I have 
given thee authority : thou carriest my sword: | have put a crown 
upon thy head: thou art my servant, walk before me, let thy heart 
be perfect in my sight. ‘ 

Art thou a subject? Read the scriptures, they will teach thee to 
know thy duty. There Paul biddeth thee give tribute to whom tribute : 
custom to whom custom: fear to whom fear: honour to whom ho- 
nour is due. Ye must be subject, not only for wrath, but also 
for conscience sake. For he beareth not the sword in vain: for he 
is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 


doeth evil.* 


* Rom. Ziii. 4, &. 
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Art thou aminister? Read the scriptures, they will teach thee thy 
duty. The prophet saith to thee: Cry aloud, spare not: lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgressions. The 
apostle saith unto thee: preach the word, be instant in season 
and out of season. Watch in all things, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry. Thou shalt give an account for the 
souls of the people, their blood shall be required at thy hands.* 

Art thou a father ? hast thou children? Read the scriptures, they 
will teach thee: If thou hast sons, instruct them. Again: He that 
teacheth his son, grievetn the enemy, and before his friends he 
shall rejoice of him. Give him no liberty in his youth, and wink not 
at his folly. Chastise thy child, and hold him to labour, lest his 
shame grieve thee. Eli the prophet, by sparing his wanton chil- 
dren, cast away himself and his children. They were slain, the ark 
of God was taken, and old Eli fell down and brake his neck.t 

Art thou a child? hast thou a father? Read the scriptures, they 
will teach thee: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right. Honour thy father and thy mother, (which is the first command- 
ment with promise,) that it may be well with thee, and that thou 
mayest live long on the earth. And again: Children, obey your pa- 
renis in all things, for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord. The wise 
man warneth thee: the eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pluck it out, and 
the young eagles shall eat it.{ 

Hath God blessed thee in wealth? Art thou rich? Read the scrip- 
tures, they will teach thee: Be not high-minded, and trust not in un- 
certain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things 
to enjoy. Again: Trust not in oppression and become not vain in 
robbery : if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. Thou 
shalt depart and leave them behind thee: they shall forsake thee. 
Thou shalt die, thou knowest not how soon. Solomon showeth thee, 
riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth 
from death. ‘ 

Art thou poor, and sufferest scarcity in this world? Read the 
scriptures, they will teach thee. Say with Job: Naked came I out 
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither. Learn of 
Solomon: Better is a little with righteousness, than great revenues 
without right. And again: Better is the poor that walketh in his 
uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich. 
St. Paul saith: Godliness with contentment is great gain: for we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out. And again: Let him that is poor labour working with his 
hans the thing which is svod, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth.|| 


* 2 Tim. iv. 5. 

t Eeclus. xxx. 3. 11. 13. 1 Sam. iii. 13. iv. 12—18. 
t Eph vi. 1,2, 3. Col. iii, 20. Prov. xxx. 17. 

$ 1 Tim. vi. 17. Pesal. Ixti. 10. Prov. xi. 4. 


|| Job. i. 21. Proy. xvi. 8. xxviii. 6. 1 Tim. vi. 6. Eph. iv. 28. 
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Art thou a merchant? Usest thou to buy and sell? Read the 
scriptures, they will teach thee: This is the will of God, that no 
man go beyond, and defraud his brother in any matter. Thou shalt 
learn, That divers weights and divers measures are both of them 
alike abomination to the Lord, and a false balance is not good.* 

Art thou a usurer? Thy case is hard: yet hear the scriptures, 
they will teach thee. God commandeth thee thus: If thou lend mo- 
ney to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to 
him as a usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon bim usury. Again: If 
thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou 
shalt relieve him: thou shalt take no usury of him, nor increase : thou 
shalt not lend him thy victuals for increase, but thou sbalt fear thy 
God, that thy brother may live with thee. And: Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.f 

Art thou a fornicator and livest'in adultery ? Read the scriptures, 


' they will teach thee: He that committeth fornication, saith St. Paul, 


sinneth against his own body. Know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost? Know ye not that your bodies are the 
members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of Christ, and 
make them the members of a harlot? God forbid. As he which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation, 
saith St Peter. The reason is set down by St. Paul: For this is the 
will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from for- 
nication, that you may be holy, both in body and in spirit. And: 
Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. They shall have no 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ, and of God.} 

Art thou a servant? Read the scriptures, they will teach thee : 
Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the 
flesh, witb fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto 
Christ ; not with eye service, as men-pleasers ; but as the servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart ; with good will doing 
service, as to the Lord and not to men. Again: Please your mas- 
ters well in ail things, not answering again: not purloining, but show- 
ing all good fidelity, that ye may adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things.§ 

Art thou proud ? Read the scriptures, they will teach thee: Be not 
high-minded, but fear. What hast thou that thou didst not receive ? 
Now, if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not 
received it? And: Learn of me, for I am meek, and lowly in heart. 
And : God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.|| 

Art thou in adversity ? Read the scriptures: Great are the troubles 
of the righteous: but the Lord will deliver him out of them all. And : 
He shall call upon me, and | will hear him: I will be with him in 


* 1 Thess. iv. 6. Prov. xx. 10. 23. 

+ Exod. xxii. 25,26. Lev. xxv. 35, 36,37. Matt. vii. 12. 

¢ 1 Cor. vi. 18.15. 1 Pet.i. 15. 1 Thess.iv.3. Heb. xiii, 4. 
4 Eph. vi. 5. 

| Rom. xi. 20. 1Cor.iv.7. Matt. xi, 29. James iv. 6. 
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trouble. I will deliver him, and bring him to honour. And St. Peter 
telleth thee : The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 
are open to their prayers. God is taithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. The Lord is 
nigh unto all them that call upon him, yea, all such as call upon bim 
faithfully * 

Art thou a sinner ? Hast thou offended God? Read the scriptures, 
they will teach thee: Hate the evil, and love the good. And again : 
Flee from evil and do the thing that is good, and dwell for evermore. 
Arise, and go to thy father, and say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee ; and am no more more worthy to be 
called thy son. 

Dost thou despair of the mercy of God? Read the scriptures, they 
will teach thee. Christ telleth thee : I am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance. Again: Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. At_what hour soever 
a sinner doth repent him of his sin from the bottom of his beart, I will 
put all his wickedness out of my remembrance, saith the Lord. Again : 
| have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way, and live. And: The Lord is good to all, and his 
mercies are over all his works. 

Art thou going out of this life ? Read the scriptures, they will teach 
thee: | am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die. Say with St. Paul: Christ shall be mag- 
nified in my body, whether it be by life or by death. I desire to de- 

art and to be with Christ.§ 

What should I say more of the scriptures ? How profitable and com- 
fortable they bein all cases and parts of our life ? In adversity, in pros- 
perity, in life and in death, they are our especial comfort. If we must 
fight, they are a sword : if we hunger, they are meat: if we thirst, they 
are drink : if we have no dwelling-place, they are a house: if we be 
naked, they are a garment: if we be in darkness, they be light unto 
our going. 

They are comfortable to kings, to subjects, to old men, to young 
men, to man and to wife, to father and to child, to master and to ser- 
vant, to captain and soldier, to preacher and people, to the learned, 
to the unlearned, to the wise, and to the simple. 

They are comfortable in peace, in war, in heaviness, in joy, in 
health, in sickness, in abundance, in poverty, in the day time, in the 
night season, in the town, in the wilderness, in company, and when 
thou art, alone. For they teach faith, hope, patience, charity, sobrie- 


* Psal. xxxiv. 19. xci. 15. 1 Pet. iii. 12. 1 Cor. x. 13. Psal. cxlv. 18. 
t Amosv.15. Luke xv. 18, 19. 

t Matt. ix. 13. xi. 28. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

§ John xi. 25, 26. “Phil. i. 20. 23. 
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ty, humility, righteousness, and all goodness, They teach us to live, 
and they teach us to die. 

Wherefore hath Paul said well: The whole scripture is profitable. 
It is full of great comfort. It maketh the man of God absolute, and 
perfect unto all good works. Perfect in faith, perfect in hope, perfect 
in the love of God, and of his neighbour: perfect in his life, and per- 
fect inhis death So great, so large and ample and heavenly, is the 
proiit which we reap by the word of God. 





/ 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

We are pleased to see the following sentiments, on the recreations 
of clergymen, in the primary charge of the Right Rev. Dr. Jebb, 
lord bishop of Limerick. After quoting part of the 42d canon of the 
Irish church, which prohibits ‘* playing at dice, cards, or any other 
game unbecoming their functions,” he proceeds thus : 

** To speak my sentiments plainly, (for, in all my intercourse with 
you, I shall be plainand simple,) | do not see how a clergyman, con- 
sistently with the sacredness and separation of his character and of- 


fice, consistently with the edification of the flock committed to his — 


charge, or consistentiy with the vows which he bas made at his ordina- 
tion, can pursue the sports of the mountain or the field ; can resort 
to the race ground or the theatre ; can be found at the card-table or 
in the ball room In avowing these sentiments, I avow the senti- 
ments, which, from the earliest ages of the church, have been main- 
tained alike by the old catholick bishops and fathers, and by the 
most distinguished and illustrious Churchmen of modern times. In 
these sentiments I have lived ; in these sentiments I hope to die ; 
and, at the close of life, it will be to me a crown of rejoicing, if, 
through ny humble instrumentality, any of you, my reverend breth- 
ren, shall be induced to become like-minded ; and to consider, even 
in their most unguarded hours, what gravity and recollectedness are, 
at all times and in all places, demanded of our sacred order.” 
Charge, p. 53. , 

The church of Ireland has of late been greatly enriched by the 
elevated characters of the clergy who have been promoted to her va- 
cant bishopricks. It must be an occasion cf joy to every one who is 
interested in the prosperity and purity of the Christian church that a 
man of so much singleness of heart, purity of intention, and sober pie- 
ty, as Bishop Jebb is described to be by those who know him, not to 
mention his various and elegant learning, has been added to the 
bright list of Irish bishops. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
ADVERSARIA. 
(Continued from page 33.) 


ON THE STYLE OF A sERMoN. It is necessary to put ourselves 
[preachers] in the place of the lowest of our hearers; to consider 
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that what is clear and familiar to us, may be dark and strange to him; 
and to say nothing that is not level to his capacity. In doing this, 
we may easily avoid all words that are mean and vulgar, so as to 
make our discourse no less useful to the bighest than the lowest un- 
derstanding ; for the matter that will suit the one will equally suit 
the other; they have both the same exigences. If they had not, 
the poor and ignorant have always the first claim, for they generally 
make the greatest number. From both, it is true, we might obtain 
more admiration and applause by following a different course. But 
our business is not to get applause ourselves, but glory to God, and 
good to our people. Our business is to make men think, not of our 
eloquence, but of their own souls ; to attend, not to our fine language, 
but to their own everlasting interest. One of the ancient fathers used 
to weep when his hearers applauded his sermon. ‘* Would to God,” 
said he, “ they had rather gone away silent and thoughtful!’ He 
considered serious and deep reflection on their own state to be the best 
effect of a discourse upon the bearers, and the best commendation of 
the preacher. ‘That great monarch, who so finely complimented the 
eloquent bishop of Clermont, seems to have been of the same opinion. 
‘* Father,” said he, ‘“‘1 have heard many great orators, and heard 
them with pleasure ; but for you, whenever I hear you, | go away 
displeased with myself, for I see more of my owncharacter.”’ Smith’s 
Lectures on the Sacred Office, pp. 175, 176. Balt. 1810. 

Deity or Jesus.---“* The Jehovah hath made all things for himself.” 
Prov. xvi. 4, ‘* All things were created by him, and for him.” Col. 
i. 16. As the latter is spoken by the apostle of Jesus Christ, our bles- 
sed Redeemer must be Jehovah. 

Deity or tHe Hoty Guost.—‘‘ The prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2. Pet. i. 21. ‘God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by 
the prophets.” Heb. i. 1. As the moving power was the Holy Ghost, 
the Holy Ghost is God. 

TRANSUBSTANTIATION. The Saviour of the world said to his disci- 
ples *‘ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not al- 
ways.” Matt, xxvi. 2. What becomes, then, of the corporal pres- 
ence in the sacrament of the mass, in the Roman Catholick Church ? 

On Dress.---lt is an indication of ‘* a youth void of understanding,” 
to be wholly occupied about the decorations of his person, and the dis- 
play of external pomp, or accomplishments. There is an attention to 
the decencies of dress, which is conducive to the well being of society. 
And if, by an attention to manners, men may smooth the asperities 
of social intercourse, and render themselves more pleasant and agreea- 
ble to each other, this also is a laudable, and a Christian duty. But 
there are many with whom the adorning of their persons is the prin- 
cipal source of self-satisfaction, and the chief business of life. Man is 
an intelligent being. “He has glorious faculties to cultivate. He has 
noble duties to discharge. He has an immortal soul to improve. He 
has eternal life to secure. What can more strikingly indicate a want 
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of that wisdom, by which such a being should be distinguished, than to 
have his faculties absorbed, and his ambition satisfied, with the tran- 
sient varieties of external attire? Besides, how contemptible is the 
distinction, which is merely superficial! The bee that gathers treas- 
ures from every flower, has not the finest coating. The eagle, that 
soars On majestick wings to the birth of the morning, has not the most 
glittering plumage. It is the butterfly, that idly flutters on the pass- 
ing breeze which the fopling emulates. The care of the body is 
more with him, than the care of the mind. With usefulness and vir- 
tue, with knowledge, and heaven to engage him, behold him the slave 
of a colour, or a fashion, placing his glory in that in which inferiour 
animals may often vie with him, and flowers and plants excel him. 
Such a young man, whom dress alone occupies and delights, will be 
claimed by folly as her legitimate-child. Wisdom rejects him. Intel- 
ligence sighs over him, as a ‘ young man void of understanding.’ 
Bishop Dehon’s Sermons, ii. pp. 463, 464. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
GENERAL CONVENTION, 1823. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39.) 


A communtcaTion from the board of directors of the American Colo- 
nization Society having been transmitted by the bouse ot clerical and 
lay deputies, the bishops delivered the following opinion thereon. 

On consideration of the communication made by a committee of 
the board of managers of the Colonization Society, to the general con- 
vention, the house of bishops are of opinion, that as the objects of 
that society are more of a political than of a religious nature, it is in- 
expedient to accede to the proposal therein made, to send a delegate, 
on the part of the Church, as a body, to act on behalf of the same, at 
the proposed meeting of the society, at the city of Washington, on the 
first Monday in June next. While, as individuals, the objects of the 
society command their most hearty good wishes, and are entitled to 
all the aid they can give, they do not feel authorized, in their collec- 
tive capacity, to take any order on the subject. 

A report on the subject of a standard edition of the Book of Commoa 
Prayer, by a joint committee of the last general convention, was ac- 
cepted. This report states, that the octavo edition, published under 
the superintendency of the committee, by S. Potter and Co., Phi- 
ladelphia, from the stereotype plates of the Common Prayer Book 
Society of Pennsylvania, and accompanied by their certificate, bearing 
date September 2, 1822, approaches nearer to correctness than any 
which have preceded it, and is theretore published as the standard 
edition of said book. 

A report was also received from the joint committee of the conven- 
tion of 1820, relative to a collection of documents connected with the 
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history of the American Episcopal Church. This report states, that 
the documents collected were deposited in the library of St. James's 
church, Philadelphia, under the care of the Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in Pennsylvania ; and it further recommends. that 
the bishops, secretaries of convention and other members of the 
church, be requested to forward to the librarian of the said society, 
copies of all publications connected with the history of the Church in 
America. ‘The committee enumerate, as desirable to be possessed, 
all journals, copies of pastoral letters and charges, sermons preached 
before conventions, reports of societies connected with the Church, 
copies of all publications in which the leading doctrines of the Church 
have been defended, and reports of the Society in England for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. The house of bishops 
approved this report, and requested the committee to continue their 
services. 

A report was received from the joint committee, appointed by the 
convention of 1820, on the subject of a standard edition of the holy 
bible. It recommends the adoption of the quarto edition of Eyre and 
Strahan, of 1812, in some copies of which the title page bears the 
date of 1813. The report was accepted. 

The following canons were proposed in the house of bishops, the 
former introduced by Bishop Croes; the latter by Bishop Kemp. 
They are all that were passed by this convention. 


CANON I. 
Regulating the admission of persons as Candidates for Holy Orders, 
and repealing the first paragraph of the seventh Canon of 1808. 


Every person who desires to become a candidate for orders in this 
Church, shall obtain admission from the bishop, or such body as the 
church in the diocese or state in which he intends to apply, may ap- 
point, at least one year before his ordination. The first paragraph of 
the seventh canon of 1808 is hereby repealed. 


CANON II. 
Prescribing the mode of publishing authorized editions of the Stand- 
ard Bible of this Church. 


The bishop of this Church, in any state or diocese, or where there 
is no bishop, the standing committee, is authorized to appoint, from 
time to time, some suitable person or persons, to compare and correct 
all new editions of the bible by the standard edition, agreed upon by 
the general convention. And a certificate of their having been so 
compared and corrected, shall be published with said book, 

The following resolution was ordered to accompany this canon. 

Resolved, by the two houses of convention, That it be recommend- 
ed, to every future convention, to appoint a joint committee, to whom 
there may be communicated all errours, if any, in editions of the 
bible printed under the operation of the second canon of this conven- 
tion ; such errours to’ be notified on the journal of the convention, to 
which they may at any time be presented by the joint committee. 
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We have reserved to the last the reports of the committees on the 
state of the Church, and the Theological Seminary. 


REPORT. 


The house of clerical and lay deputies, in compliance with the forty- 
fifth canon of 1808, have taken a general view of the state of the 
Church, and send the same, as required by the said canon, to the 
house of bishops. 

VeRMonNT. 

There has been a gradual and steady advancement of the Church 
in this state, since the last meeting of the triennial convention. By 
a late decision of the supreme court of the United States, a large 
amount of landed property is expected to come into the possession of 
the Church, which will afford a permanent revenue for the support of 
the clergy, for which the gratitude of Episcopalians is due to that vene- 
rable society, which was the first in those exertions for the promotion 
of Christianity, that so peculiarly distinguish the present period ; which 
bas done, and is still doing so much for extending the influence of 
pure and undefiled religion, on this and on the other continent—the 
Society in England for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 
Since the last report of the general state of the Church. a church has 
been consecrated at Manchester; the church at Windsor has been 
finished and consecrated, a work that does great credit to the zeal and 
liberality of the Episcopalians of that town, especially to the munifi- 
cence of one individual ; the contribution of the Hon. Jonathan H. 
Hubbard, in the land on which it is built, and in money to build it, 
amounting to more than two thousand dollars; a church is now ready 
for consecration in the town of Berkshire, and another has been com- 
menced this season in the town of Bethel. The number of communi- 
cants has very considerably increased during the three years last 
past ; but our clergy have suffered a diminution by the removal of 
the Rev. Mr. Beach, and by the untimely and lamented death of the 
Rev. Mr. Gray, who was successfully officiating in Berkshire and the 
adjacent towns. A missionary society was organized in this state in 
1821, which, small as are its means, has already been attended with 
some good effects. ‘They are employing a missionary, the Rev. Mr. 
Brainerd, lately ordained a deacon, in the northern parts of the state, 
who gives a favourable account of his mission. Still there is much 
more to be done, which we hope, through that grace, without which 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy, to see in due time accomplished. 

Massacuusetts. 

The Church in this diocese may justly be represented as flourishing, 
if we take into our view the difficulties and trials which it has had to 
encounter. Notwithstanding the political and religious prejudices 
which operated here with peculiar hostility, there were seventeen 
churches founded in Massachusetts proper, between the years 1679 
and 1774. During the revolution two clergymen only continued the 
exercise of their publick ministrations ; yet of the seventeen thus found- 
ed, fifteen have been preserved to this day, through evil report and 
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good report ; and though most of them are small, they are still united 
and striving together jor the faith of the gospel. The churches here 
enumerated, are Trinity church and Christ church, Boston; St. Pe- 
ter’s, Salem; St. Michael’s, Marblehead; St. Paul’s, Newburyport ; 
Christ church, Cambridge ; St. Paul’s, Dedham ; St. Andrew’s, Hano- 
ver; Trinity, Marsbfeld ; Trinity, Bridgewater ; , Taunton ; 
Christ church, Quincy ; » Hopkinton; St. James’s, Great Bar- 
rington ; and St. Luke’s, Lanesborough. 

Trinity church and Christ church, Boston, are full and flourishing. 
The churches at Newburyport, Great Barrington, and Lanesborough, 
are also thriving. ‘The church at Salem has lately become vacant, 
and is consequently suffering ; but when again supplied, will doubt- 
less regain, and probally increase, its former strength. ‘The churches 
at Hanover and Marshfield have been for some years united under the 
rectorship of the Rev. Mr. Wolcott, and are increasing. Those of 
Bridgewater and Hopkinton are stationary for the want of missiona- 
ries, having been vacant most of the time since the revolution, and kept 
alive only by the occasional services of visiting ministers, The Rev. 
Isaac Boyle has been settled, within the last year, at Dedham, where 
the prospects of the increase of the Church are encouraging. Such 
also is the case with the church at Quincy, where the Rev. Mr. Cut- 
ler is officiating. During the present year an attempt has been made 
to alter the charter of the Episcopal parish at Marblehead, so as to 
convert it into an Independent or Congregational society. The at- 
tempt was occasioned by the declining state of this once prosperous 
church, which has never recovered from the blow it received at the 
revolution. ‘Through the merciful providence of God, this design 
was defeated, and what was meant as an occasion of its falling, has 
been the means of increasing its strength. A missionary is now es- 
tablished there, and the scattered remnant of the flock are returning 
to the fold. At Taunton, publick service has been suspended in con- 
sequence of the accidental demolition of the small and inconveniently 
situated church which was erected there in 1767. The members ot 
that congregation have of late, however, expressed a wish to build in 
a more favourable position. In case this measure is accomplished, 
they will be supplied with a missionary. The church at Cambridge, 
founded in the year 1761, but deserted and almost destroyed during 
the revolution, has languished ever since, having been chiefly suppli- 
ed by Jay readers, who were resident graduates at Harvard univer- 
sity. It is now in so ruinous a state, that it was thought necessary 
to suspend publick worship in it in December last, since which time 
it has not been opened. ‘The Episcopal students at the university 
have amounted, for a series of years, to one seventh of the whole 
number ; and this year there are forty-five, most of whom are from 
the middle and southern states. The students are not allowed to 
go to Boston to attend Divine service ; and the Episcopalians, 
their own church being closed, are required to attend constantly at 
the college chapel. it is due, however, to the president of the col- 
lege to state, that he has expressed a desire to have the church re- 
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paired ; and provided with a suitable minister, as a means of provid- 
ing for the accommodation of those students who profess to be E:pisco- 
palians. If the influence of impressions made on the minds of these 
young men during the interesting period of collegiate life is properly 
considered, the state of this church will produce a feeling of anxious 
solicitude in the bosom of every parent in our communion, who 
wishes to have his children enjoy the advantages which that distin- 
guished and richly endowed university offers. The church at Cam- 
bridge is therefore to be considered as a chapel for Episcopal stu- 
dents, and, as such, a subject of general interest. 

Such is the state of the churches formed previously to the revolu-_ 
tion. Since that event, eight new congregations have been organized, 
and seven of these within the last ten years. These are St. Paul’s 
and St. Matthew’s churches, in. Boston; St. James’s church, Green- 
field ; Trinity church, Montague; St. John’s, Ashfield; St. Mary’s, 
Newton ; St. Paul’s, Lenox; and church, Springfield. 

It is remarkable that the churches formed since the revolution are, 
generally speaking, more vigorous than those which existed previously 
to thatevent. The fact is doubtless to be accounted for from the ab- 
sence of those political prejudices which were then excited, from 
the supposed inseparable connexion of Episcopacy with monarchy. 
Shortly after the session of the last general convention, St. Paul’s church, 
Boston, which bad been built in the preceding year, was consecrated 
to the service of Almighty God; and it is now nearly, if not quite, 
equal in numbers to Trinity church. What renders this increase a 
subject of greater thankfulness, is the fact that it has taken place with- 
out weakening in any respect the previously existing churches. On 
the contrary, both Trinity and Christ church are as full, if not fuller, 
than they were before the erection of St. Paul’s. St. Matthew’s was 
unhappily built in South Boston, a new part of the city, connected 
with it by a toll-bridge, and in which there are few inhabitants, most 
of whom are labourers, and a great many of them Irish Roman Catho- 
licks. Itis under the care of a lay reader, and is slowly increasing, 
but is not likely to have a full and permanent congregation for many 
years. 

St. James’s, Greenfield, on Connecticut river, is of very few years 
standing, but having been blest by the constant services of a zealous 
and faithful pastor, it has become one of the most flourishing parishes 
in the state. By his ministrations, the two congregations at Ashfield 
and Montague have been recently organized. ‘The former is espe- 
cially flourishing, and is the most promising field for missionary labours 
in the whole state. 

The church at Springfield, on Connecticut river, was organized, 
and for a short time enjoyed the ministrations of the Rev, Mr, Rut- 
ledge, of South Carolina. Since he left it there has been, it is be- 
lieved, no service there, excepting when they have been visited by 
the bishop, or Mr. Strong, the rector of the church at Greenfield, who 
is the only one near them. The want of clergymen to act as mission- 
aries, is sensibly felt by this little flock. : 
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It is not so with the church at Newton. This zealous congregation 
have, with the aid of occasional missionary labours, for the few years 
since their church was built, and by the constant use of the liturgy, 
built themselves up so, that, during the past year, they have elected 
their first rector, and now support him without depending on any 
other than their own exertions. 

The church at Lenox, which, though mentioned last, was the first 
formed after the revolution, is ina very flourishing state, and is quite 
equal, if not superiour, in numbers to the old parish of Lanesborough, 
with which it is connected, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Aaron 
Humphries. 

These twenty-three churches are all which are at present organiz- 
ed. It is impossible to state the aggregate amount of their parochial 
reports, as these have not been given with sufficient accuracy to war- 
rant any thing more than a conjectural estimate. 

A missionary society, for foreign and domestick purposes, was incor- 
porated in the year 1815, with a provision enabling them to distri- 
bute bibles, prayer books, tracts, and volumes of a religious and mo- 
ral character. ‘This society, which had remained inactive, and with- 
out funds, was revived in 1822, and has commenced its operations 
with a prospect of considerable success. ‘The want of missionaries, 
however, has been the chief obstacle with which it has to contend. 
Employment might be given at once to five or six, and the society 
have but two. ‘The increase of manufactures in Massachusetts has, 
within the last few years, been uncommonly great, and this has at- 
tracted to that part ofour country a large number of English families, 
most of whom were educated in the principles of our common faith, 
and are attached, from habit at least, if not from higher motives, to the 
externals of our worship. These are scattered over the whole state, 
and if exertions are not speedily made to supply their wants, they 
must inevitably be lost from our communion. In addition to this, it 
may be remarked, that there is every where visible a growing res- 
pect for our liturgy, and for the Episcopal office and ministry. It 
may, therefore, be said, without exaggeration, that no part of our 
country presents to the faithful and diligent minister, who would glad- 
ly spend and be spent in his Master’s service, a greater field of use- 
fulness. 

The number of clergy in Massachusetts is twenty, of whom three 
only are in deacon’s erders. One is connected with Harvard univer- 
sity, two have private schools, two are at present chaplains in the nae 
vy, and three are without cures 

Since the last convention, the bishop has admitted, on the recom- 
mendation of the standing committee of this state, Messrs. Alfred L. 
Baury, Silas Blaisdale, Stephen H.T yng, Benjamin Clarke Cutler, and 
Lot Jones, to the order of deacons ; and the Rev. Isaac Boyle, and the 
Rev. Alfred L. Baury, to that of priests. Mr. Tyng removed soon 
after his ordination-to the diocese of Maryland. The institutions, 
since the last convention, have been the Rey. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D., 
to the rectorship of St. Paul’s church, Boston; and the Rev. Isaae 
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Boyle, to the rectorship of St. Paul’s church, Dedham, The Rev. 
Jobn L. Blake has lately removed from Concord, in New Hampshire, 
to Boston, where he has opened a boarding school for the education of 
young ladies. - 

There are, at present, recommended by the same standing com- 
mittee, six candidates for orders :—William T. Potter, Joseph Muen- 
scher, Thomas 8S. W. Mott, Benjamin C. C. Parker, James Everett, 
and Theodore Edson. One of these is a student of the General 
Theological Seminary, two at Andover, and three, from the want of 
means of support at New York, are obliged to pursue their studies in 
private. 

Ruope Isianp. 

No material change has taken place in the Church of Rhode Island 
during the last three years. The several congregations are in a state 
of continued prosperity. The Rev. George Taft has recently been 
settied in North Providence, under very auspicious circumstances. 
The Rev. Mr Alden is employed as a missionary in the state, and 
measures were adopted, at the last meeting of the convention, to 
increase the contributions for missionary purposes, which promise to 
be successful Sunday schools are established in all the congrega- 
tions; and a proper regard is paid to the canons and rules of the 
church. There are two candidates for the ministry, and three pre- 
preparing to become candidates. Number of baptisms 151, commu- 
nicants 619. 

ConneEctTicor. 

The state of the Church in the diocese of Connecticut has been 
steadily improving since the last triennial report; and now generally 
appears under prosperous circumstances. In some instances, the in- 
crease of communicants has been altogether unprecedented ; and in 
every parish, where the ministrations of the word and ordinances are 
regularly enjoyed, the congregations are advancing in number, zeal 
and respectability. 

The following churches have been finished and consecrated, viz. 
St. Paul’s, Sharon; St. John’s, Kent; St. Paul’s, Ripton ; St. John’s, 
Washington; St. John’s, Essex; St. Paul’s, Woodbury ; and Grace 
church, Hamden. These are all new, spacious, and commodious 
edifices, reflecting great credit on the zeal and liberality of the re- 
spective parishes, St. Andrew’s church, in Northford, raised before 
the revolutionary war, having been completely refitted and finished, 
has also been consecrated. The churches in Hartford and Bridge- 
port, in consequence of the increasing demand for seats, have been 
so altered as to accommodate their growing congregations. Three 
other churches are now building in the diocese. 

The following persons have been admitted to the holy order of 
deacons :——Edward Rutledge, since removed to South Carolina; Daniel 
Somers, since rémoved to Maryland; Beardsley Northrup, lately a 
minister of the Methodist connexion ; David Botsford, since deceased ; 
Bennet Glover; Thomas Warner, late of the Associate Reformed 
Church in New York; Moses P. Bennet, since removed to Pennsyl- 
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vania, Seth B. Paddock ; Palmer Dyer, since removed to New York ; 
John M. Garfield; Lemuel B. Hull; William Jarvis; and Ransom 
Warner, 

The following deacons have been admitted to the holy order of 
priests :—The Rev. Peter G. Clarke; the Rev. Origen P. Holcomb ; 
the Rev. George B. Andrews; the Rev. Thomas Warner, since re- 
moved to the island of St. Croix, West Indies; the Rev. Beardsley 
Northrup ; and the Rev. Seth B. Paddock. 

The following clergymen have been removed by death—The Rev. 
Richard Mansfield, D. D. at the age of 97; the Rev. Jobn Tyler, 
also at a very advanced age; the Rev. William Smith, D. D. and 
the Rev. David Botsford, deacon. 

The Rev Solomon Blakesley has removed to the eastern diocese, 
and the Rev. Jonathan Judd to Maryland ; and the following clergy- 
men have been received into the diocese: The Rev. Ambrose 8. 
Todd, and the Rev. Stephen Jewett, trom New York; the Rev. 
William J. Bulkley, and the Rev. Henry R. Judah, from Maryland ; 
and the Rev. Stepien Beach, from Vermont, employed as a missionary. 

The clergy of the diocese consist at present of the bishop, forty 
presbyters, and four deacons: and the following persons are candi- 
dates for holy orders :—William Shelton, George Shelton, Todd, 
Edward Ives, Hector Humphreys, Enoch Huntington. 

The rite of confirmation has been administered to rising of 1000 
persons. 

For the purpose of preserving that strict regard to the canons and 
rubricks of the Church, which is one of the characteristicks of the dio- 
cese, the convocations of the clergy have been employed in settling 
a uniform practice throughout the respective parishes ; and it is be- 
lieved that departures from the established rules of the Church seldom 
or never occur. 

The Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge. having de- 
termined to devote its receipts for the present to the support of mis- 
sionaries within the diocese, has been enabled, by the annual col- 
lections in the several parishes, and by the aid of auxiliary societies 
established in many of them, to employ two or three active missiona- 
ries, whose labours have been already crowned with the most flatter- 
ing success. 

The agent for the domestick and foreign missionary society has vis- 
ited a few of the larger parishes in the diocese for the purpose of mak- 
ing collections, and his success has been such as to afford an earnest 
that the claims of that society will not be neglected in Connecticut. 

The episcopal fund, partly through the munificence of the state ad- 
ministration, and partly by the liberality of the respective parishes in 
the diocese, now amounts to a sum nearly sufficient to give the .bi- 
shop an adequate support. 

Sunday schools are generally established throughout the diocese ; 
and by the adoption 6f measures for pursuing a systematick course of 


instruction, are becoming highly beneficial to the interests of the 
Church. 
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A memorial is now before the state legislature, praying for the char- 
ter of a college, to be located either in Hartford, Middletown, or 
New Haven, and to be under the patronage and direction of Episco- 
palians. 

Amid the general prosperity of the Church in Connecticut, however, 
it is not to be disguised that there are some circumstances of an unfa- 
vourable tendency. Many of the parishes are still small and depres- 
sed ; and in consequence of the frequent emigations from the state, 
are sometimes deprived of their mest active members. These are on- 
ly partially supplied ; as, in many cases, one clergyman has the care 
of two, three, or more parishes; and even wit this laborious charge 
it too frequently happens that bis support is altogether disproportioned 
to his labours. But a hope is indulged, that through, the instrumentali- 
ty of missionary exertions, the Lord will cause the waste places to be 
repaired, and the whole diocese to become a flourishing portion of his 
vineyard. 

New York. 

The diocese of New York contains eighty-nine clergymen, (viz. 
the bishop, sixty-nine presbyters, and nineteen deacons.) and 127 
congregations. 

Since the last stated general convention, the following persons have 
been ordained deacons, viz.—Benjamin Dorr, Ambrose S. Todd,(since 
removed to Connecticut,) Henry P. Powers. (since removed to New 
Jersey,) Moses Burt, Peter Williams, jun. (a coloured man.) James 
P. I’. Clarke, William Thompson, (since removed to Pennsylvania,) 
George W Doane, Lawson Carter, Ezra B. Kellogg, since removed 
to Ohio,) Phineas L. Whipple, William B Thomas, Algernon S. 
Hoilister, Alonzo P. Potier, Manton Eastburn, Thomas K. Peck, Le- 
vi S. Ives, William S. Irving, Richard Bury, William L. Johnson, 
(since removed to New Jersey,) Seth W. Beardsley, Burton H. Hecox, 
John Sellon, and Augustus L. Converse. —Total 24. 

The following deacons have been ordained priests, viz. The Rev. 
George Uptold, M. D., the Rev. Alexis P. Proal, the Rev. Charles 
M:Cabe, the Rev. Leverett Bush, the Rev. Henry M. Shaw, (since 
removed to Maryland,) the Rev. John Grigg, the Rev. Francis H. 
Cuming, the Rev. Deodatus Babcock, the Rev. Marcus A. Perry, the 

tev. William Richmond, the Rev. William H. De Lancey (since re- 
moved to Pennsy!vania,) the Rev. Lawson Carter, the Rev. James 
P. F. Clarke, and the Rev. Benjamin Dorr.—Total 15. 

The institution of the following clergymen to their respective rec- 
torships has taken place, viz.—Uhe Rev. William A. Clark, to that of 
Christ church, Balston-Spa, Saratoga county ; the Rev. Cyrus Steb- 
bins, to that of Christ church, Hudson, Columbia county ; the Rev. 
Parker Adams, from South Carolina, to that of St. Jobn’s church, 
Johnstown, Montgomery county ; the Rev. Alexis P. Proal, to that 
of St. George’s church, Schenectady ; and the Rey. Henry Anthon, 
to that of Trinity church, Utica, Oneida county. 

The following clergymen have also been settled in their respective 
stations, viz.— The Rev. David Huntington, rector of St. Paul’s and 
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St. Mary’s churches, Charlton, Saratoga county ; the Rev. Jobn V. 
E. Thorn, from Pennsylvania, rector of St. George’s church, Flush- 
ing, Queen’s county ; the Rev. William Richmond, from Pennsylva- 
nia, rector of St. Michael’s and St. James’s churches, New York; 
the Rev. Peter Williams. jun. (a coloured man,) deacon, minister of 
St. Philip’s church, New York. of which the congregation is composed 
of coloured persons ; the Rev. Geor_e Upfoid, M. D. Rector of St. 
Luke’s church, New York ; the Rev. Benjamin Dorr, rector of Trin- 
ity church, Lans ingburgh, Rensselaer county, and Grace church, 
Watertord, Saratoga county; the Rev Jonathan M. Wainwright, 
rector of Grate church, New York ; the Rev. George W. Doane, 
deacon, a temporary assistant minister of Trinity church, New 
York ; the Rev Lewis P. Bayard, from New Jersey, rector of Trini- 
ty church, New Rochelle, Westchester county ; the Rev. Samuel 
Phinney. rector ot St. John’s church, Ithaca, ‘Tompkins county ; the 
Rev. Willam B. Thomas, deacon, minister of Trinity church, Fish- 
kill, Dutchess county ; the Rev. William S. Irving, deacon, minister 
of st. Mark’s church, Le Roy, Genesee county; the Rev. Seth W. 
Beardsley, deacon, minister of Christ church, Sackett’s Harbour, 
Jefferson county ; the Rev James P F. Clarke, rector of St. Jobns, 
Canandaigua, Ontario county; the Rev Richard Bury, deacon, 
minister of Christ church, Duanesburgh, Schenectady county ; the 
Rev. Manton Eastburn, deacon, assistant minister of Christ church, 
New York. 

The Rev. John Sellen, deacon, officiates to a congregation which 
o¢cupies the building formerly the parish church of the parish of Christ 
church; which congregation, it is expected, will soon be organized, 

Twenty missionaries are at present employed in this diocese ; of 
whom the following have entered on their duties since the last stated 
general convention :—The Rev. Marcus A. Perry, from the Eastern 
diocese ; the Rev. Algernon 8. Hollister, deacon; the Rev. Thomas 
K. Peck, deacon ; the Rev. LeviS. Ives. deacon; the Rev. Palmer Dy- 
er, deacon, from Connecticut; the Rev. Lawson Carter; the Rey, 
Phineas L. Whipple, deacon; the Rev. Moses burt, deacon ; the Rey. 
Frederick T. ‘Tiffany, deacon ; and the Rev. David Brown, 

The following persons are candidates for orders :—George M. 
Robinson, Eleazar Williams, Samuel R. Johnson, Augustus G. Danby, 
David Osborne, Henry N. Hotchkiss, Richard Salmon, Orismus H. 
Smith, Marvin Cady, W. W. Botswick, Edward K. Powler: Ww. C. 
Mead ; Samuel Morse ; Edward Neuiville, jun., Cornelius Dufhe, Lewis 
Bixley. William R Whittingham, Isaac Danforth Billings, James L, 
Yvonnet, Benjamin Holmes Low, Henry J. Whitehouse, Charles 
P. Eliot, Jobn Duer. 24. 

It has pleased the divine Head of the church to preserve this dio- 
eese from any loss of its clergy by death. It is painful, however to 
be obliged to notice that the Rev. James P. Cotter, a presbyter, and 
the Rev. Asahel Davis, a deacon of the diocese, have been displaced 
from their respective grades in the ministry, under the seventh 
canon of the general convention of 1820. 

The following churches have been duly organized, and received 
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into union with the convention of this diocese: St. John’s church, 
Ogdensburgh, St. Lawrence county ; Zion church, Rus-ell, St. Law- 
rence county; St Mary’s church, Chariton, Saratoga county; St. 
Luke’s church, New York, St. John’s church, Ithaca, ‘Tompkins 
county ; Trinity church, Fredonia, Chat.uque county; Trinity 
church, Cherry Valley, Otsego county.— Total 7. 

The following churches have been consecrated by the bishop: St. 
Luke’s church, Rochester, Monroe county ; St Paul’s church, Buf- 
falo, Erie county; St. George’s church, Flushing, Queen’s county ; 
St. Luke’s church, New York; Grace church, Jamaica, Queen’s 
county ; St. Philips’ church, New York, (rebuilt after desiruction 
by fire;) Christ church, Binghampton, Broome county; Christ 
church, New York. 8. 

The churches at Flushing and Jamaica have been erected in the 
place of former edifices, which had gone to decay. -Christ church, 
New York, has been built by the old parish of that name, wio have 
disposed of their former church; the present situation of which is 
noticed above. 

Again—the third time in less than eight years—the members of 
our communion, in the city of New York, have lost a church by fire. 
In December, 1821, St. Philip’s was destroyed. It is highly credita- 
ble, however, to the prudence of the vestry of that church, which is 
composed of coloured persons, that the building was insured. ‘This 
circumstance enabled them to erect, on the same spot, the very neat 
edifice which was consecrated in December last. 

The missionary and parochial reports for the last three years, fur- 
nish the following aggregate :—Baptisms, (Adults 539, Infants, 2713, 
not specified, 1282,) 4524; Marriages, 1112 ; Funerals, 3488. 

The number of communicants reported at the last convention, is 
4722, 

The number of persons reported by the bishop as confirmed, since 
the last stated general convention, is 1797. 

The collections for the missionary fund, reported at the last three 
conventions, amount to 4603 25 and for the episcopal fund, to 
166 831, 

Missionary labours continue to receive much attention and to be 
very usefully prosecuted. The appointment and charge of the mis- 
sionaries rest solely with the ecclesiastical authority. ‘here are a 
number of missionary societies; but their only object is to collect 
funds to be placed at the disposal of the committee for propagating 
the gospel, which is appointed by the convention, and of which the 
bishop is ex officio chairman, As an important portion of our west- 
ern country is included within the bounds of New York, and the 
rapid increase of its population renders obvious the duty of ex- 
tending to it proportionable means for the diffusion of the principles 
and practice of the gospel, it is gratifying to find this section of 
our Church bestowing its efforts in this way. There are annually 
raised, in Various ways, within the diocese, and devoted to this ob- 
ject about $2500, The reports of the missionaries afford the grati- 
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fying hope that much good to religion and the Church is thus effect- 
ing. 

Besides these missionary exertions at home, the members of the 
Church in this diocese lent a willing ear to the late earnest and affect- 
ing appeal of the bishop of Ohio for assistance to the missionary so- 
ciety of that diocese, from the more favoured sections of the Church 
in the Atlantick states. It appears by the returns of the agent of the 
Ohio society, that of the $2911 9, raised by him, 1339 17, were 
from the diocese of New York. 

The several societies of the Church in this diocese continue their 
beneficial operations. Under their auspices, bibles, common prayer 
books, and religious tracts, are distributed in considerable numbers, 
funds are raised for missionary purposes, and the benefits of gratuitous 
Sunday instruction extended to a large number of children and others. 
As connected with this latter branch of religious charity, may be men- 
tioned the existence and successful operation, in the city of New 
York, of an Episcopal charity school originally established, long be- 
fore the revolution, but lately enlarged on Dr. Bell’s system, extend- 
ing daily instruction to 250 poor children, and particularly devoted to 
their improvement in Christian knowledge and piety. 

It appears by the address of the bishop to the last convention, that 
there is now a fair prospect of securing, at Geneva, in this diocese, 
what has been so long a desideratum in our Church—a college, to be 
under the management and direction of her members. Should the 
efforts to this end prove successful, as there is every reason to hope 
they will, very essential benefit to the cause of our Church and reli- 
gion, may be anticipated. 

To this notice of matters relating to the outward state of the Church 
in this diocese, it is gratifying to be able to add, that there is reason 
to hope, that in the much more essential point of spiritual prosperity, 
the Divine blessing continues to rest upon it; and that in the enjoy- 
ment of this, very satisfactory evidence is afforded of the natural ten- 
dency of the institutions of our Church, and of conscientious adhe- 
rence to her primitive and evangelical order, to promote the interests 
of true gospel piety, and with them the glory of the Saviour, and 
the spiritual and eternal good of his people. 

New Jersey. 

In New Jersey, the Church continues gradually to improve. The 
number of clergymen is thirteen; the bishop, nine presbyters, and 
three deacons. The number of congregations is twenty-eight ; eigh- 
teen of which have the enjoyment of regular service ; the remainder, 
of occasional service by a missionary. The number of churches is 
twenty-five, which, with one exception, are in excellent repair. A 
new one, of considerable size, to be constructed of stone, is in progress 
in Newton, in Sussex county, in which place no Episcopal church 
has ever been erected. — 

Since the last stated yeneral convention, the bishop of the diocese has 
admitted to deacons’ orders, John Mortimer Ward; and the following 
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deacons, viz. the Rev. Richard F. Cadle, and the Rev, Henry P. 


Powers, to priest’s orders. 

Within the same period, the Rey. Lewis P. Bayard has removed 
to the diocese of New York; the Rev. Gimon Wilmer to the diocese 
of Virginia; the Rev. Augustus Fitch, deacon, to the diocese of New 
York ; the Rev. Daniel Higbie, to the diocese of Delaware ; the 
Rev. George i] Woodruff, (since deceased,) to the diocese of Penn- 
sylvania ; and the Rev. Abiel Carter, to Savannah, in Georgia. 

The bishop has also, within that time, instituted the Rev. Richard 
F, Cadle, to the rectorship of St. John’s church, Salem; the Rev. Ja- 
cob M. Douglass, to the rectorship of ‘Trinity church, Swedesborough ; 
and the Rev. Henry P. Powers, to the rectorship of Trinity church, 
Newark. 

The Rev. John M. Ward, has taken charge of St Peter’s church, 
Spotswood, and St. Peter’s Freehold ; and the Rev. William L. Jobn- 
son, late of the diocese of New York, of St. Michael's church, Tren- 
ton. 

Robert B. Croes, is at present the only candidate for holy orders. 

The number of baptisms reported to the last three diocesan conven- 
tions, is four hundred and twenty-three. The number of persons who 
have been confirmed, is two hundred and eleven. ‘The communicants 
in the diocese amount to seven hundred and forty. Attention is gen- 
erally paid to the canons and rubricks of the Church, and her authority 
is respected in the diocese. 

‘The Sunday schools are flourishing, and promise much good. Very 
considerable benefit is derived from the missionary fund, which is 
gradually increasing. It has already been the means, under the Di- 
vine blessing, of preserving and rescuing several churches from impend- 
ing ruin, and of fostering and improving the condition of others. 

The fund of the corporation for the relief of widows and children 
of clergymen, is in a very prosperous state ; upwards of $ 8000 of which 
are now at interest. 

The Episcopal Soctety of this diocese, for the promotion of Christian 
knowledge and piety, which was instituted principally for the distribu- 
tion of bibles, prayer books, and tracts, has succeeded beyond calcu- 
lation. Its support is derived chiefly from four or five congregations ; 
yet it has been able, through the smiles of Providence, to distribute, 
and almost altogether gratuitously, upwards of two thousand prayer 
books, besides a large number of bibles, and more than five thousand 
tracts. Its permanent lund also exceeds $ 1000. 

The congregations, with an occasional exception of one or two, are 
visited yearly by the bishop. 

From all these circumstances, it is evident that the Church in this 
diocese is regularly improving, both in its temporal and spiritual con- 
cerns.. May it, under the blessing of its divine Founder and Head, 
stil] proceed and become instrumental, ina higher degree. to the 
promotion of his glory, ani! ‘he best interests of men. 


(fo BB CONTINUED.) 





° wa 


oC UE Bee 


pe ME 
ie PMB Sng 











